Section 2

THE BRITISH EMPIRE

In two or three months Britain will be disposed of. . . . At the end of tkt
'war there will be a great understanding with France, then the whole of Europe
will under my leadership begin the real war against Britain, the second Punic
War.

KAISER WILHELM II (1917), in Erzberger,
Erinnernngen^ pp. 52 ff.

INTROD UCTORT NOTE 1

On her road to hegemony Germany always comes up against one great
invincible barrier: the British Empire. That same barrier stood in the
path of Spain in the sixteenth century', and of France in the seventeenth^
eighteenth^ and the beginning of the nineteenth century. Twice already^
in 1914 and 1939, the British Empire has set its veto on the expansion
of German imperialism. In consequence^ the Union Jack has now for
a second time become the banner of freedom for all the Continental nations3
who have no hope of salvation except through a British victory. It is
not surprising that the existence of this mighty bastion of freedom reduced
the Germans to frenzy prior to 1914. and right down to the present day.
Hence the torrent of slanders and insults hurled at the British nation.
It is an amusing detail that this flood of far from fastidious invective
clearly reveals a distinct inferiority complex^ in Germany's attitude to
Great Britain^ which Germans hate and admire while they hate.

This section opens with a quotation from the Kaiser^ who sums
up perfectly Germany's attitude to England. Even during the last war
the Germans were determined to start a second and a third war against
England if necessary. And they are certainly waging a second]

The man of Locarno^ Dr. Gustav Stresemann^ is not absent from Ms
anti-British chorus. Hitler and Goering might to-day well repeat his
words: 'On thine island^ envious England^ thou art the fundamental
enemyF

Though to-day Hitler should rather ponder on his own words^ which
the reader will find here extracted from Mein Kampf, and in which
the present Fiihrer of Germany paid due tribute to the British nation.

1 For the Hate literature against England, not included in our Bibliography,
see T. F. A. Smith, What Germany Thinks, London, 1915.
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